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THE COUNTRY MERCHANT

AND HIS BIG COMPETITOR

Amazing Figures Compiled by Sta-

tistician Reveal Striking Devel-

opments in Commercial Dae I

New York. Oct. 23.- -- That the
mail order houses are doing an-

nually 20 per cent, of the aggre-
gate business of all tho country
stores of the United States,-i- s

one feature of a striking report
recently submitted to the Amer-

ican. Fair Trade League by its
Research Bureau. According to
this report the country stores do
a total yearly business of about
S2. 500, 000, 000, while the busi-

ness of the mail order h.is is
estimated at 500,000,000. In a
careful analysis of the causes
leading to the state of American
trade conditions, it is pointed I

out that the small town is losing
ground everywhere, more espe-

cially in the Middle West
The constant and persistent

exploitation of branded and trade
marked merchandise is assigned
as one of the most powerful lev-

ers used by the catalog concerns
to curry favor with the consumer.
In numberless cases these nation-
ally advertised, goods are offered
for sale at prices known to be
below the jobber's cost.

Almost invariable, it is report-
ed, these standardized goods are
featured in prominent type on
the first pages of the catalogs,
the inference or attempted impli-

cation being that these 'bargains'
are typical of other "bargains"
enumerated in all other pages of
the volumn.

Tne point is made therefore
that these concerns, by sacrific-
ing their profits on well known
goods, have been able to convince
a great part of the population,
especially in rural districts, that
other unknown goods are avail-

able in their stocks at an equally
great saving to the consumer.

It is predicted that this merch-

andising developement will con-

stitute one of the points to be
urged in Washington at the com-

ing session of Congress in the
course of discussions relating to
proposed legislation bearing on
the right of manufactures of
standardized goods to set a uni-

form retail price for their wares.
Another potent reason for the

decrease in the business of

prices, so on. Actually, of
course, most of these "bargains"
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are such only on paper. A certain
number of articles are sold for

one reason or another at lower
than usual prices. The average
customer, particularly the wom-

an, upon whom is often the bur-

den of spondine: a stm.H income
in such a way as to supply grer.t
needs, is misled by t.hu flittering
array of "bargains." Her bargain
hunger is constantly played up-

on and she finally becomes dis-

satisfied with everything not so
described, ('ash goes to the city
stores, and home purchases are
confined almost to staples, and
those are very often bought for
credit, another clement weak-
ening the small store. If the local
stores desired to retaliate in kind
and attempt dishonest ndver- -

tisir.g, its stock and capital are i

usually so limited that it would be
unable to do so effectively. It has
neither the resources nor facili
ties for piratical warfare.

The report continues;
"While the large concerns re-

ferred to obtain every possible
concession and reduction in price,
ic must not no supposeu mac
these gains, so costly in the long
run to the manufacturers, are
passed on to the consumer who
patronizes these big establish-
ments. Price cutting is resorted
to only for the purpose of attract-
ing trac! j away from other stores.
Every effort has been to make
the net profit for the concern as
high as possible. The trade of
other stores' is attacked in its
most vulnerable points. Standard
well-know- n articles, sold every

is (through the mail
field in price ( with a monop-ha- s

strongest eifect a the
trade puller. The j

i;,.nt:
unknown goods fail to have

of drawing trade,
people are beginning to suspect
the truth of such statements.
Bui if such items are 'sweetened"
..,:-!- , .. I',. I,,,,:.,.,..,., .,.!,

items that are well known and
whose values are fixed in the
minds of all, then the advertise- -

ment becomes a powerful trade-drawin- g

magnet. lies
the purpose of price cutting, to
make pewde what, is not
true regarding values ofi'ered,
and what would not otherwise
be believed. If dishonesty in

...... l l l

ishable, if misrepresentation con- -

corning goods offered for sale

tion of trade that now takes
I away from the small stores.
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country stores, according the j could be stopped easily and
report, is'the advertis- - j thoroughly, price cutting of the
ing of retail in the lar-jkin- d that has, just been de-g- er

towns. This advertising tends scribed would cease,
to convince the reader that the' There would then be-n-

o object
larger city stores offer extraordi- - in cutting prices. The large
nary great reductions j store would then have to sell
from regular retail prices, unus- - merits, and it is certain that
ual quality at extremely low then not get the prooor--

and

r

We Pay 4 Per Cent on Time
4 Per Cent on Savings

Modest Interest on all Dsposils

see Be convinced will then have your p3tronae.

The small plore, efficiently man-

aged, would be beyond danger
and the buying public would be

better served."
Basing its appeal such

striking facts an those presented
in the report, which are said
manaee the very ex.ht.ence of
country stores, the American
Fair Trade League planning
a nation-wid- e campaign among
smaller dealers rouse the peo-

ple to an appreciation of the
necessity of establishing sta

of retail price as Rich anmial won
nvans of warding oif first prize. Councilor, a

impending retail monopolies. :

The League takes the stand
that governmental endorsement
of the manufacturer's right to
set a uniiorm retail price every'
where for his goods would go far
to event ually eliminate the ever-- !

present crooked bargain sale
(which is invariably based one
or number of "leaders" in the
form of and

advertised goods.
Every effort will be made to

convince the public that there is
notnmg in common between
price regulation of
merchandise by a

and price fixing by
the piratical but rather
that predatory price is
the method by which the trusts
have systematically destroyed
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Ray B. Walb Ind.,
Myrtle V. Cape Gir.
L'ennette J. East Cape, 111.

Pl-jr- II Tfjl-.li- n

D. Murray Cape Gir.,
Eva

n tit-to- Ark..
Roxie Cape Gir.,
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TEN STEERS SHOWN

TEN FIRST PRIZES WON

College ol Agriculture c!

of Missouri Win-

ning Record

Ten steers by the
College of Agriculture of the
University of at the
Missouri State Fair, Sedalia,
made a record of which
has never been at that

bility the onlvjphow. shown a
efi'ectual Queen's

a
standardized nation-

ally

standard

trusts,
cutting

LS northern calf, raised on the
Agricultural College not
only won first prize in his class,
but also was champion of the

and was made
grand steer of the
show.

The total number of prizes &

warded were ten first prizes to
two first

steer herds; three champion
prizes for Shorthorn, Aberdeen

ngus, and breeds; and
grand champion steer prize of the
show. All of the animals will be
returned to the of Agri

lhev will lie used in
giving instruction m hus'
bandry subjects in the Short

begins this year
3, 1913.

Dade in the last
three months.

Mr. Rodekohr represents the
ITnivprsitv of Missouri as farm

destroyed competition and en-- ;

trenched themselves, and thm!Farm Adviser Saves 57,000
which it alleged, the smaller ,

to County
independent merchant now' Through the inoculation of hog

rapidly by big j cholera serum, Mr. E. Rode-aggregatio- ns

of capital operating koir has saved the farmers of
at well-know- n prices, system

which cutting

dishonest statements

believe

dishonest

bargins,

Alpho'.iso Clinpard Oakridge,
Samuels "

I Lagrange
Reynolds

i Brown '
'

Gibson
Hitchcock

a TIiLvhsmiih Net
Tallent

Martin Pollock
Pittman

To Loyal
L

Univer-

sity Makes

exhibited

Missouri

winnings
equalled

I

Farm,

Shorthorn breed,
champion

'

individual steers; prizes
for

Galloway

College
culture,

animal

Course which
i November

county $7,000

!

i

i

being eliminated

session.

He 1,504 their countries in
j hogs. of these were j proper of and in

sick when Rifle
all and every

per cent. those father, or schooljteach-tha- t
two per er for

not once. to

$3 each. j Tooi Co.,
of the pee

Agriculture, to estimate
at $7,000 is conservative.

Tom Adams of Benton was in
the city '
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Missouri College ol Adriculfure
Honored

The Graduate School
of Agriculture has selected the
Missouri School Agriculture
for its next This is
probably the most famous school
of its kind. Agricultural author
ities from all over the world will

instruction. Thif leading
American agriculturists will be
present- -

An opportunity for students of
agriculture m and sur
rounding states to come into
touch with some of the great
est men in agriculture is offered.
The school will be in session at
Columbia in July. Dr. A.
C. True of Washington, D.C., is
dean of the school.

"How to Start a Rifle Club"
A very interesting 1G page il

lustrated booklet has just
issued by the J. Arms&
Tool Co.. Falls, Mass..
entitled "How to Start a Rifle
Club." This booklet tells in de-

tail what the National Rifle As-

sociation has done for en-

couragement rifle practice in
this incorporates by-

laws- pointers on shooting how
to build a rifie range N. R. A.

and medals. it also
describes the famous Stevens
"Semi-Militar- y" and "Armory
Model" rifles, which have such
a of notable victories to
their credit the past season. The
various achievements of these
target rifles are listed in detail.
The cover of - "How to Start a
Rifle Club" shows in their actual
colors, the flags of the six nations

i which have accomplished the
l most in educating the youths of

line of sporting firearms
in the world.

The world's champion baseball

adviser. inoculated respective the
hogs use the Rifle

treated. Neverthe--: the formation of Clubs.
less, lived with the exception Every boy boy's
of 3.05 Among guardian

died, about cent should send this splendid
were small nics worth more booklet at Write J.
than According to F. Stevens Arm & Chico-- B.

Mumford, dean College Falls. Mass., makersof the
of the
saving

Thursday.
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two-re- el anil you will

the chance of seeing two of
the league teams cross
bats for the championship of the

I world. There will be a continu -

ous show, beginning at 1:W p. m.
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Seventy-Si- x Sc.ho!$ Desia'.sJ

Teacfior Traiflifd Sr":!i
by Supi, Evans.

Cape .Girardeau, Chillicothe.
Kansas City, and Revier, in the
order named, have taken advan-
tage of the new law permitting
?chool districts to furnish free
text-book- s.

Seventy-thrp- e public fcish
schools and three private
have been designated by State
Superintendent Evsns a3 "teach- - '

schools. These
schools receive liberal aid from
the state, and will give ppecial
instruction to about 1500 pupils.

Of 0,100 cases of removal
from country to city personally
investigated byT. J. Coats, sup-
ervisor of rural schools in Ken-
tucky, more than 1,000 'were
caused by a desire for better
school, chtrrch and social advan-
tages.

The distinction of having the
best paid one-roo- m country
school-teach- er in the United
States is claimed by Logan
County, HI., which pays its
teacher $110 per month for a
term of nine months.

One hundred and five ef the
114 in Missouri received
aid from the rural school fund
this year. The amount apportion-
ed for the weak rural schools was
$150,730.60.

"Already 21 counties in Cali-
fornia out ot a total of 55 are
maintaining county free library
work," says a recent report of
the United States Bureau of Ed-
ucation, "and many more are
preparing to adopt it. With a
central office and storehouse es-

tablished at the county seat, and
with . branches throughout the
county, the people even in the
remotest districts are receiving
a library service possible in no
other way." Such a plan might
well be tried in Missouri.

Some of the rural schools in the
State of Washington have college

. .. .i- I-- T 1."J1
city school.

School officials in Ileverly,
Mass., recently calculated the
money train for their numls in

j vocational education. They found
that an expenditure of ISQ0 per

in industrial training had
raised the capitalization of th

j Iwy's economic value from $6.C00
to 115.000 or $18,000.

Rual districts in Denmark show
'

less 1-- of 1 per cent i II it
j teracy. In the United States th
corresponding figure in 10 por
cent

(I. S. Sinniners, Asst. Cathitr
W. O. Mowm.in, At. Cashier
II. Iiretnmeriuan, Saving IVpt.
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series will be the feature picture county teachers because they be-

at Theatre Wednes--1 lieve that the country school
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